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Message Text 


REE: STATE 165 186, LUSAKA 2341 

1. YOUR 165186 MOST HELPFUL. IT IS GOOD TO BE BACK IN 
COMMUNICATIONS. 


2. FOR YOUR INFORMATION, JOHNNY HAS BEEN RECEIVING ALL COPIES 
OF INSTRUCTIONS TO WASHINGTON AND HAS SHARED THEM WITH ME. 

HE HAS ALSO SHARED THE DETAILED ACCOUNTS OF PREVIOUS ENCOUNTERS. 
WE ARE THEREFORE ALL OPERATING ON THE SAME INFORMATION BASE. 


3. YOU WILL BE RECEIVING IF YOU HAVE NOT ALREADY DONE SO THE 
ACCOUNT OF THEIR FRIEND'S FIRST MEETING WITH THE PRESIDENT. 
IN IT, HE ASKS FOR AN ASSESSMENT OF SMITH'S SERIOUSNESS OF 
PURPOSE FOR BOTH DR. OWEN AND SECRETARY VANCE. I HAVE THE 
FOLLOWING COMMENTS IN THIS REGARD. 


A. SMITH IS DISILLUSIONED WITH MUZOREWA AND SITHOLE AND IS 
PROBABLY SINCERE IN TURNING TO NKOMO TO HELP FIND A SOLUTION. 
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B. HOWEVER, I AM NOT CONVINCED THAT HE IS YET PREPARED TO MAKE 
THE NECESSARY COMPROMISES IN TERMS OF GOING BEYOND THE MARCH 3 
AGREEMENT IN THE ARRANGEMENTS OF THE TRANSITON PERIOD AND 
ELIMINATING THE BLOCKING MECHANISM OF AN INDEPENDENCE CONSITUT- 
TION TO PROVIDE NKOMO WITH WHAT HE WOULD NEED FOR AN UNDER- 
STANDING. 
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C. I CAN HARDLY IMAGINE THAT SMITH DOES NOT HAVE IN THE BACK 
OF HIS MIND THAT IF A MEETING OF THIS KIND FAILS AS A RESULT 
OF NKOMO'S INSTRANSIGENCE, HE COULD STILT. USE IT TO DIVIDE 
AND WEAKEN THE PF, EVEN AT THE EXPENSE OF SOME DAMAGE TO HIS 
OWN POSITION WITH THE INTERNAL NATIONALISTS. THEIR DEPENDENCE 
ON HIM MAKES THE LATTER LESS OF A CONCERN. 

D. I EMPHASIZED TO JOHNNY AND THROUGH HIM TO HIS FRIEND THAT 

IN PRESENTING THE PROPOSAL THEY SHOULD MAKE CLEAR THE CONNECTION 
BETWEEN IT AND AN ALL PARTIES CONFERENCE IN THE SENSE THAT 
SMITH SEES THE MEETING WITH NKOMO AS A PRELIMINARY TO THE 
LATTER. 

E. I FIND IT INTERESTING THAT KAUNDA EXPRESSED NO CONCERN 
ABOUT PRESERVING MUGABE'S POSITION OR UNITY OF THE PF AND I 
WONDER WHETHER HIS OPPOSITION TO BRINGING IN NYERERE MIGHT 
NOT BE RELATED TO THIS. AS YOU RECALL KAUNDA'S SEPTEMBER 
EFFORT AT AN NKOMO-SMITH ARRANGEMENT FOUNDERED ON KAUNDA'S 
LATER INSISTENCE THAT MUGABE BE INCLUDED, WHICH MAY WELL HAVE 
RESULTED FROM NYERERE'S INSISTENCE. I HAVE NO EVIDENCE OF THIS. 

IT IS ENTIRELY SPECULATIVE. 

F. FINALLY AS YOU WILL SEE FROM REFTEL, CHONA SHREWDLY GUESSED 
THAT SMITH MIGHT MAKE SUCH AN OFFER. (I DOUBT HE HAD ANY 
FOREKNOWLEDGE OF IT SINCE THE MEETING WITH THE FRIEND OCCURRED 
LATER IN THE DAY.) CONA REJECTED IT AND I SUSPECT BOTH HE AND 
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NKOMO WILL SEE MORE OF THE PROBLEMS IN IT THAN KAUNDA HAS. 

I ALSO WONDER WHETHER SMITH WILL BE QUITE SO EAGER ABOUT 
THE IDEA OF THE MEETING WHEN HE LEARNS THAT WE WILL NOT BE 
VISIBLY PRESENT. HOWEVER IT STILL SEEMS TO ME WORTH PURSUING 
AS LONG AS WE KEEP IT IN THE CONTEXT OF A PRELIMINARY TO THE 
ALL PARTIES MEETING. 

LOW 
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